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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2014  SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON — Tone 1. St. Nicholas, 
Equal-to-the-Apostles, Archbishop of Japan (1912). Martyrs Pamphilius—Presbyter, 
Valens—Deacon, Paul, Seleucus, Porphyrius, Julian, Theodulus, Elias, Jeremiah, Isaiah, 
Samuel, and Daniel, at Cæsarea in Palestine (307-309). St. Maruthas, Bishop of Martyropolis 
in Mesopotamia (422). Persian Martyrs in Martyropolis in Mesopotamia (4th c.). 
 
TROPARIA 
(Tone 1) When the stone had been sealed by the Jews, while the soldiers were guarding Thy most 
pure body, Thou didst rise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world.  The powers of 
heaven therefore cried to Thee, O Giver of Life: “Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ!  Glory to Thy 
Kingdom! // Glory to Thy dispensation, O Thou Who lovest mankind!” 
(Tone 4) In truth you were revealed to your flock as a rule of faith, a model of meekness, and 
teacher of abstinence, so you won the heights by humility, and riches by poverty, O Holy Father 
Nicholas, intercede with Christ God to save our souls. 
 
KONTAKION 
(Tone 3) I have recklessly forgotten Thy glory, O Father; / and among sinners I have scattered the 
riches which Thou gavest me. / And now I cry to Thee as the Prodigal: / “I have sinned before 
Thee, O merciful Father; / receive me a penitent, and make me as one of Thy hired servants!” 
 
The Prokeimenon in the First Tone: Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us / as we have set our 
hope on Thee. 
v. Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous!  Praise befits the just! 
 
THE FIRST EPISTLE OF THE HOLY APOSTLE PAUL TO THE CORINTHIANS (6:12-20) 
Brethren: “All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful for me,” 
but I will not be enslaved by anything. “Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food” -- 
and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant for immorality, but for the Lord, 
and the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his power. Do you 
not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I therefore take the members of Christ and 
make them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that he who joins himself to a 
prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is written, “The two shall become one flesh.” But 
he who is united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. Shun immorality. Every other sin which a 
man commits is outside the body; but the immoral man sins against his own body. Do you not 
know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God? You are 
not your own; you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 
Alleluia, Tone 1 
v. God gives vengeance to me, and subdues people under me. 
v. He magnifies the salvation of the king, and deals mercifully with His Christ, with David 
and his seed forever. 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO SAINT LUKE (15:11-32) And Jesus said, “There was a 
man who had two sons; and the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of 
property that falls to me.’ And he divided his living between them. Not many days later, the younger 
son gathered all he had and took his journey into a far country, and there he squandered his 
property in loose living. And when he had spent everything, a great famine arose in that country, 
and he began to be in want. So he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, 
who sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he would gladly have fed on the pods that the swine 
ate; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my 
father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with hunger! I will arise 



and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I 
am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of your hired servants.”‘ And he arose 
and came to his father. But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had 
compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father 
said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and 
shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this my son 
was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to make merry. “Now his 
elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and 
dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what this meant. And he said to him, ‘Your 
brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has received him safe and 
sound.’ But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he 
answered his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your 
command; yet you never gave me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends. But when this 
son of yours came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you killed for him the fatted calf!’ 
And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to 
make merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’” 
 
COMMUNION HYMN Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!  Alleluia!  
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
On February 17 and 18 we read a long passage from the First Epistle of John (2:18 to 3:20), 
in which he writes about many aspects of love. 
The first verses express both sorrow and urgency. John reminds his readers that they have heard 
that the "antichrist is coming." In the next verses he describes the "antichrist" as people who "went 
out from us." They left the body of believers to which they once belonged, and now teach 
falsehoods, denying "that Jesus is the Christ." 

Of course John is sorrowful because these souls have abandoned the faith, but he is also 
reminding his readers, who have continued to be followers of Christ, that they were "anointed by 
the Holy One." He urgently warns them to "let what you heard in the beginning abide in you." This 
is essential for us if we are to "have confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his coming." 

The Greek word translated as "confidence" means a kind of boldness, the kind we ask for in 
the Divine Liturgy when we pray that God will enable us to say the Lord's Prayer "with boldness 
and without condemnation." Only those who love Christ enough to accept Him as what He says He 
is—God's divine Son—can have this boldness or confidence. They trust Him and believe He tells 
the truth. Their love is not shadowed by the doubt that turned the "antichrists" away from Him. 
Doubt creates fear, but their love is a fearless love. 

Chapter 3 begins with a wonderful declaration: "See what love the Father has given us, that 
we should be called children of God." Then, immediately following these stirring words, John writes 
that if we accept this incredible love, the world will not know us, because it does not know God. 

For some people, the idea of being "unknown" by the world causes great fear. They take 
pride in their worldly position and achievement, and would fear losing those things if they focused 
on the life to come. They are too fearful to have fearless love. 

Next John writes that "we are God's children now; what we will be has not yet been 
revealed. What we do know is this: when He is revealed, we will be like Him, for we will see Him as 
He is." These words call us to trust God, like children, and leave the future to Him rather than try to 
figure it out. But this lack of control causes fear in some people. They attempt to determine the 
date of the Second Coming, or the day the world will end. 

On the 17th we celebrate a saint who is an example of fearless love. She is Mariamna, the 
sister of the apostle Philip. She accompanied her brother as he traveled to spread the Gospel, and 



preached with him. Even when he was killed, she didn't give up; she didn't become angry at God, 
or embittered by her loss. She continued to trust God's plan, and went on preaching for many more 
years. 

That is fearless love. 
 

  February 16, 2014 
 

 
 

CANDLE INTENTIONS FOR THE HEALTH & BLESSINGS OF 

Health & God’s Blessings Macy Lemmen Gigi & Dedo 

Health & God’s Blessings Cathy Condon Mom, Dad & Family 

Health & God’s Blessings for Rose Goodman on her 90
th

 Birthday Her Family 

Health & God’s Blessings Angelo, Helen, Alex & Magda Popoff,  

 Deborah & Allen Adams, Joe Tome Anna Branoff 

Health & God’s Blessings Joe Goodman, Karen Harrison, Mary Jo Waskerwitz, 

 Freda Farone, Peggy Russell John & Rose Goodman 

Special Intention Joe Tome 

Health & God’s Blessings Tula Nastos Angelo & Helen Popoff 

Happy Birthday & God’s Blessings Rose Goodman Joe, Dorothy & Family 

Fr. Ilya, Fr. Lawrence, Fr. Joe, Deacon Anthony, Anna, Reggie, Evanka, Aretoula,  

 Dorothy & Joe, Walter & Zina, Harold, Mira, Bosa, John & Gloria, Peter & Olga, 

 Elaine, Rosemary, Jeanette, Ted & Marlene, Fr. David, Gladys,  

 My family & friends Joe Tome 

Health & God’s Blessings Anna Branoff Angelo & Helen Popoff 

Mnogaya Leta. Happy 90th Birthday blessings and many more, Rose!       Peter and Jo 

 

CANDLE INTENTIONS FOR ALL THOSE IN BLESSED REPOSE 

Stella Branoff in memory of her birthday February, 16 Tom & Linda Branoff 

Peter Popoff-Memory Eternal  Chiche Angelo & Nina 

Helen 

Blessed Repose Tony Branoff, Peter Popoff- Memory Eternal Anna Branoff 
    

 

 

We welcome Protodeacon Michael and all of our friends and visitors to St. Nicholas. Please join us for our coffee 

and pastries in the parish hall. 

 

SUNDAY OFFERINGS Because of the poor weather on weekends since the middle of January our attendance at 

Liturgy has been down.  And with it, our Sunday Offerings have been down. We are in the red as you can see 

from the Sunday Offerings summary. Our expenses continue, especially the cost of snow removal.  Snow removal 

has been required almost every week because of the snowy winter. Please send in your offerings to the church or 

drop them off at the office during the week. Your offerings make the work of the gospel possible. Please be 

generous! 

 

ORTHODOX BOOK CLUB will be held Monday, February 17 at St. George from 6-8 pm. 

 

DIOCESAN CLERGY RETREAT Father Matthew will be at Dormition Monastery February 20-22 to attend 

the Diocesan Clergy Retreat. In the event of a pastoral emergency please call one of the following priests: Fr. 

Joseph Abud 810-444-9180 or Fr. Angelo Maggos 810-471-0316.   

 



MEATFARE BREAKFAST will be held on Sunday, February 23.  The church school will be hosting the 

breakfast to benefit the seminarian fund. The breakfast will be free will offering, please be generous. 

 

CHEESEFARE LUNCHEON will be held on Sunday, March 2 following the Divine Liturgy. Deviled Eggs, 

Crepes (Blintz), Pierogi and Mac n’ Cheese will be served. $10.00 per adult meal, children 12 and under $5.00. 

All are invited to attend. 

 

HOUSE BLESSINGS have begun. If you wish for Father Matthew to bless your home, please fill out a house 

blessing form from your January bulletin or at the candle stand and return it to the parish office.  

 

HOPE IN A BOX for the month of February is shampoo. Please place the item in the blue Hope in a Box 

container located in the parish hall. The shampoo will be distributed by Catholic Charities Community Closet. 

 

FOOD DRIVE Our next pick up is Monday, February 17. A list of food items is located next to the Hope in a 

Box. 

 

SPECIAL MEETING for the revision of our parish bylaws will be held on Sunday, March 2, 2014 following the 

Divine Liturgy.  A committee of parish council went through the bylaws to bring them up to date with the revised 

Diocesan Constitution and our current parish practice.  The proposed revisions have already been approved by 

Bishop Alexander.  The sole item on the agenda of this meeting will be the revised bylaws.  The revisions have 

been sent out in the mail and email. If you have not received your copy there are extras in the parish hall. 

 

PINE TREES As you may have noticed, all of the pines trees closest to Center Road are turning brown.  They 

have been infected by a fungus.  Three tree companies have looked at them and said that the trees cannot be 

saved.  As a result, at parish council meeting it was decided to take down the trees with volunteers from the 

church.  This will be occurring in the coming month, if and when the snow melts.  If you would like to assist 

please see Dave Houser, Dennis Jernigan or Dennis Goodman. 
 

PHOTO DIRECTORY We will have a parish Photo Directory made this year.  Lifetouch will be taking pictures 

of our parishioners on March 12 & 13 and June 11 & 12 from 2 pm to 9 pm.  You are under no obligation to 

purchase any photos but all portrait sessions in March will receive a 20% discount.  In June only seniors will 

receive a 20% discount.  You can make your portrait appointment in three convenient ways: 

1- Schedule an appointment online at www.saintnicholasburton.org 

2- Use the sign-up sheet in the hall to make your appointment 

3- Call the church office at 810-744-0070 on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays or Fridays from 9 am to 3 pm 

(The office is closed on Thursdays). 

Please make your appointment today! 

We will need volunteers to greet people and get them to sign in on March 12 & 13.  Please see Subdeacon 

Johnny Kantor if you can volunteer. 

 

 

Schedule of services and events for the Week of February, 16; 

 

Monday, February 17    

 6 -8 pm  Orthodox Book Club @ St. George 

    Food Van Pick-Up 

 

Wednesday, February 19  

   9:00 am  Divine Liturgy 

    

Saturday, February 22  

   5:00 pm  Vespers followed by Confessions PLEASE NOTE TIME CHANGE 

http://www.saintnicholasburton.org/


 

Sunday, February 23  MEATFARE  

            9:30 am  Third Hour 

   10:00 am  Divine Liturgy 

     Church School ½ hr 

     Meatfare Breakfast to benefit the Seminarian Fund  

 

Sunday Offerings for February 9, 2014 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Offering Envelope $1,305.00 

Children’s Offering $ 0.00 

Cemetery Maintenance $ 0.00 

Charity Envelope  $ 0.00 

   Love Inc $ 20.00 

Diocesan Support $ 0.00 

OCA Envelope-Charity $ 0.00 

Candle Fund $ 127.00 

Coffee Hour $ 0.00 

Seminarian Fund $ 10.00 

Loose Offering $ 15.00 

Kiosk $ 20.00 

Christmas $0.00 

Total Sunday Income  Feb. 9, 2014 $1,497.00 

Estimated Average Weekly Expenses $ 3,629.13 

Actual Income     $15,099.82 

Actual Expense    $23,551.33 

+/- to date    -$8,451.51 

77 people were in attendance on 

 Sunday, February 9, 2014. 

 


