
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2010 16TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST —Tone 7. Leavetaking
of the Nativity of the Theotokos. Sunday Before the Elevation of the Cross. Hieromartyr
Autonomus, Bishop in Italy (313). Martyr Julian of Galatia and forty Martyrs with him (4th c.).
Hieromartyr Theodore of Alexandria. St. Coronatus, Bishop of Nicomedia (3rd c.).

FIRST ANTIPHON
Lord, remember David // and all his meekness. Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save
us!

Lo, we heard of it in Ephratha: // we found it in the woods! Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O
Savior, save us!

Glorious things are spoken of you, // O City of God! Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O
Savior, save us!

God is in the midst of her, she shall not be moved; // God shall help her right early! Through the
prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!

SECOND ANTIPHON
The Lord has sworn and oath to David // from which He shall not turn back!
O Son of God, who arose from the dead, save us who sing to Thee! Alleluia!

Of the fruit of your body // I will set upon your throne! O Son of God, who arose from the dead, save
us who sing to Thee! Alleluia!

There I will make the horn of David to flourish: // I have ordained a lamp for My anointed! O Son of
God, who arose from the dead, save us who sing to Thee! Alleluia!

For the Lord has chosen Zion, // He has desired it for His habitation! O Son of God, who arose from
the dead, save us who sing to Thee! Alleluia!

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Only-begotten Son and immortal Word of God, Who for our salvation didst will to be incarnate of the
holy Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, Who without change became man and wast crucified, Who art one
of the Holy Trinity, glorified with the Father and the Holy Spirit: O Christ our God, trampling down
death by death, save us!

THIRD ANTIPHON
Here will I dwell for I have desired it!
(Tone 4) Your nativity, O Virgin, has proclaimed joy to the whole universe! The Sun of Righteousness,
Christ our God, has shone from you, O Theotokos! By annulling the curse, He bestowed a blessing. By
destroying death, He has granted us eternal life.



Your birth, O Theotokos, has brought joy!
(Tone 4) Your nativity, O Virgin, has proclaimed joy to the whole universe! The Sun of Righteousness,
Christ our God, has shone from you, O Theotokos! By annulling the curse, He bestowed a blessing. By
destroying death, He has granted us eternal life.

The Most High has sanctified His tabernacle!
(Tone 4) Your nativity, O Virgin, has proclaimed joy to the whole universe! The Sun of Righteousness,
Christ our God, has shone from you, O Theotokos! By annulling the curse, He bestowed a blessing. By
destroying death, He has granted us eternal life.

TROPARIA
(Tone 7) By Thy Cross, Thou didst destroy death. To the thief, Thou didst open Paradise. For the

myrrhbearers, Thou didst change weeping into joy. And Thou didst command Thy disciples, O Christ

God, to proclaim that Thou art risen, granting the world great mercy.

(Tone 4) Your nativity, O Virgin, has proclaimed joy to the whole universe! The Sun of Righteousness,
Christ our God, has shone from you, O Theotokos! By annulling the curse, He bestowed a blessing. By
destroying death, He has granted us eternal life.
(Tone 4) In truth you were revealed to you flock as a rule of faith, a model of meekness, and teacher of
abstinence, so you won the heights by humility, and riches by poverty, O Holy Father Nicholas, intercede
with Christ God to save our souls.

KONTAKION
(Tone 4) By your nativity, O most pure Virgin, Joachim and Anna are freed from barrenness; Adam and
Eve from the corruption of death. And we, thy people, freed from the guilt of sin, celebrate and sing to
you: the barren woman gives birth to the Theotokos, the Nourisher of our Life. The Prokeimenon in the
Sixth Tone: O Lord, save Thy people / and bless Thine inheritance!
v. To Thee, O Lord, will I call. O my God, be not silent to me!

THE READING FROM THE EPISTLE OF THE HOLY APOSTLE PAUL TO THE
GALATIANS (6:11-18)
Brethren: See with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand. It is those who want to
make a good showing in the flesh that would compel you to be circumcised, and only in order that they
may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. For even those who receive circumcision do not
themselves keep the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they may glory in your flesh. But
far be it from me to glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been
crucified to me, and I to the world. For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but
a new creation. Peace and mercy be upon all who walk by this rule, upon the Israel of God. Henceforth
let no man trouble me; for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with your spirit, brethren. Amen.

Alleluia, Tone 1
v: I have exalted one chosen out of My people.

v: For My hand shall defend him and My arm shall strengthen him.



THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST JOHN (3:13-17)
Jesus answered Nicodemus, saying: No one has ascended into heaven but he who descended from
heaven, the Son of man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of man be
lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.” For God so loved the world that he gave
his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God sent the Son
into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him.

INSTEAD OF “IT IS TRULY MEET…”
Magnify, O my soul, the most glorious nativity of the Mother of God. Virginity is foreign to mothers,
childbearing is strange for virgins. But in you, O Theotokos, both were accomplished. For this, all the
earthly nations unceasingly magnify you!

COMMUNION HYMN
Praise the Lord from the heavens! Praise Him in the highest! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

THAT GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANT or LIVING GOD’S WAY

“And the Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it.” Gen. 2: 15)
When the Lord had finished the original work of creation and called it “Very good”, He took man, the
walking, breathing, thinking Icon of Himself and set him in the midst of it all to manage it and care
for it. The world was God’s and everything in it, but the joy and honor of being eternally occupied
with his Father’s business was given to man. This worked out well for a while. As long as Adam
realized that it all belonged to the Lord and while he lived in harmony with the Lord’s Will, he was
able to make all the right choices and keep the Garden the way God wanted it kept.

The trouble came when Adam got the idea that he knew as much as his Creator: that at least part
of the creation (the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of Good and Evil) belonged to him personally and
that it was selfish and unfair of God to tell him how to dispose of his own property.

In short, man lost Paradise because he thought that his ways were better than God’s ways. He said
to God, “I can take care of myself”. It was a kind of Declaration of Independence.

God honored man’s demands and withdrew from the harmonious communion they had shared.
Adam discovered, however, as is the case in most divorces, that what had promised to be freedom turned
out to be slavery, and that instead of Paradise, there remained only a waste land. The final blow was
man’s discovery that he had cast off a loving Father only to acquire two wicked and harsh task masters:
Sin and Death.

Fortunately, God was too kind to abandon man to the eternal tyranny of sin and death. At once He
set out to woo mankind back. He spoke to a few who were still faithful to their true Father. Enoch
walked with God and “was taken up lest he should see death” (Heb. 11: 5). Noah also had such faith and
ignored the scoffing of his neighbors to prepare an ark.

At length, God called Abraham who abandoned the wealth and prosperity of his earthly city to
wander in a strange country (Gen. 12: 1-8). God taught man through sacrifices and through the written
law, to offer to Him a portion, the best tenth of all that he acquired, as a sign of acknowledgement that
God is King of all. Not that these sacrifices, offered time and again by feeble and sin-laden men had any
real value, (Heb. 9:9) for God does not eat the flesh of bulls or drink goat’s blood (Psalm 50: 13). Rather
these were like primary school games meant to prepare children for adult life. They were “shadows of
things to come”. (Heb. 10: 1) God also sent holy men: prophets to warn the people that the mere
performance of rituals was not only unacceptable, but a stench to His nostrils (Prov. 21-27).

Then, in the fullness of time, God the Father sent His only and Eternal Son born of a woman, born
under the Old Law, to buy us back. Christ Jesus was the Father’s special Love Gift to us. As Jesus,



Himself, declared; “God the Father loved the world so much that He gave His Only Begotten Son so that
whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life”. (John 3: 16)

Jesus didn’t die just for the good people, for then no one would have been saved. Saint Paul tells
us that all have sinned and fallen short. (Rom. 3: 12) Rather, He was as St. John the Baptist announced,
“The Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the World”. (John 1: 29) It was “While we were yet
sinners Christ died for us”. By His coming and offering Himself for us, He not only opened the gates of
Paradise to Adam and all who lived by faith under the Old Law, but he gave us New Life as well and
power to become the Sons of God. Not sons and daughters begotten as of our earthly Father, but children
“born from above” (John 1: 12-13), “born again of water and the spirit”. (John 3: 1-9)

Now we are beneficiaries not only of the first creation but of the second. Not only restored Icons
of our Heavenly Creator, but His sons; and by the power of the Holy Spirit, true members of the Mystical
Body of Christ (1 Cor 12:12-13).

“For thou didst not cease to do all good things for us until thou hadst raised us up to Heaven and
bestowed upon us Thy Kingdom which is to come.”

St. John Chrysostom
What then is our task but that of Adam; to be stewards of all good things and to tend the Treasure

house of God? For us then, there can be no talk of “paying my dues”. We, with Abraham, realize that we
are but strangers and pilgrims in this world; that we brought nothing with us into the world and certainly
can carry nothing out. The whole earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it. We acknowledge that we owe
God everything, even Life, both natural and everlasting. We recognize a summons not to a partial but to
a total commitment. In our Lord’s words:

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with all thy mind and with all thy soul
and with all thy strength”. (Mark 12:30)
If you disagree with the assertion that God has a claim on your entire life or that He is ready and

willing to direct you in the discharge of your duty lovingly to manage all that He has given you—if you
don’t agree that you owe all to Christ and that Christ is able to take care of you—then don’t bother to
read any further.

If, however, you accept Christ’s lordship in your life, then you are a Christian; and as an Orthodox
Christian, a steward (trustee or manager) of the Mysteries of Christ. It is to you that the following pages
will be of interest and help in living your total commitment to your Lord.
From What is Christian Stewardship? by Father Joseph Hirsch published by the Department of
Stewardship, The Orthodox Church in America.



September 12, 2010

CANDLE INTENTIONS FOR THE HEALTH & BLESSINGS OF
Health & God’s blessings Evanka Elieff Jo Ann Havens &

Johnny Kantor
Special Intention Deborah Gonser-Adams
Happy Birthday & God’s blessings Joey Neely, Mark Ethington,

Happy Anniversary & God’s blessings Walt & Allison Borkovich,
Nancy & Tom Krigner Anne Smith

Special Intention Diane, Arthur Zambito & Family, Maggie, Nancy &
Ken Laycock, Gloria Zelenko & John, Gladys Edwards, Pat Miculka,
Olga Elasivich & Family, Carol Alden, Anne Smith Anne Smith

Health & God’s blessings Fred Oginsky, Paul Oginsky, Olga Haw & Family,
Mary Hawko, Helen & Doug Phillips, Families of Oginsky, Kuptz,
& Miculka, Sick & shut-ins of St. Nicholas Anne Smith

David Tome, Michael Berkey, Walter Sudia, Flossie Bayoff, Alex Ruggieri,
Anna Branoff, John & Gloria Zelenko, Ted Weston, Fr. David, Gladys Edwards,
My family & friends J. Tome

Health & God’s blessings John & Gloria Zelenko, Anne Smith, Flossie Bayoff,
Anna Allen Rosemary Vuckovich

Special Intention J. Tome
Congratulations & God’s blessings Kum Walt & Kuma Allison on your 57th Anniversary..Kum Peter & Kuma Jo

& Family
Happy 13th Birthday (Sept. 12) & God’s blessings Joe Neely Mom, Dad & Sarah

CANDLE INTENTIONS FOR ALL THOSE IN BLESSED REPOSE
Blessed Repose-Marko Vuckovich Sredich Family
Blessed Repose- David Ganssley Joe & Susan Oginsky

& Family
Marko Vuckovich-Blessed Repose Helen Ethington
Carl Smith & our son, V. Rev. Alexander Znamensky,

Fr. Boris Kizenko-Memory Eternal, Howard Burend, Marko Vuckovich,
Marko Family, Andy & Millie Anne Smith

In memory of my sister Sophie Ignotov (97th birthday Sept. 4) Boyka
Memory Eternal-Marko Vuckovich Mary King

ANNOUNCEMENTS
We welcome all of our friends and visitors to St. Nicholas. Please join us for coffee and donuts in the parish hall
following the veneration of the cross.

We need volunteers to help serve coffee and donuts for the rest of September.

There will be a Church School teachers meeting today during coffee hour.

Parish Council will meet on Tuesday, September 14 at 6:45pm. Please call the parish office if you are unable to
attend this meeting.

The nominating committee will meet this Wednesday at 1:00pm. If you have any names of parishioners in good
standing that you think would be an asset to the parish council please see any member of the nominating



committee, they are: Anna Branoff, Allison Borkovich, Susan Oginsky, Peggy Russell, Jo Sredich and Rosemary
Vuckovich. All names need to be submitted by October 15.

St. George Festival: St. George will hold a 75th Anniversary Festival this Saturday, September 18 from 11am-
11pm on their parish grounds. Please see the flyers in the parish hall for more information.

Church School will begin next Sunday, September 19 following Holy Communion.

Rummage Sale will be held on October 7 & 8 (see your monthly bulletin for times). You may bring your
donations in during office hours, before or after Saturday Vespers or after the Divine Liturgy on Sunday. Please
do not leave your donations in the vestibule. You may call the office in advance if you need any assistance.

There is a sympathy card in the parish hall for Matushka Tamara, please sign the card so that it can be mailed this
week.

Schedule of services for the week of September, 12

Tuesday, September 13
6:00 pm Vesperal Divine Liturgy at St. George

Saturday, September 18
4:30 pm Great Vespers followed by Confessions
5:00pm Choir Practice

Sunday, September 19 16th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
9:30 am Third Hour

10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Church School

Sunday Offerings for September 5, 2010

Weekly Income

Weekly Offering Envelope* $ 1336.00
Children’s Envelopes $ 0.00 Income to date $134,712.26

Cemetery Maintenance $ 51.00 Expense to date $151,145.86

Charity Plate $ 15.00 +/- to date - $16,433.60

Charity Envelope $ 1.00

Diocesan Support $ 1.00

OCA Envelope $ 0.00

Candle Fund $ 127.25

Kitchen/Coffee $40.00
Seminarian Fund $ 1.00

Loose Offering $ 19.00

*75 people were in attendance.

Kiosk $ 50.00

General Fund $20.00

Bulletin $10.00

Total Income $1,671.25

Avg. Weekly Budget $3,743.49



+/- Budget -$2,072.24


