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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 20012 16TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 7. 
The Conception of the Honorable Glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John. Ss. 

Xanthippa and Polyxena, disciples of the Apostles, who died in Spain (109). Virgin Martyr 

Irais (Rhais, Raíssa) of Alexandria (ca. 308). Martyrs Andrew, John, and John’s children: 

Peter and Antonius, of Syracuse, martyred in Africa (9th c.). 
 

TROPARIA 

(Tone 7) By Thy Cross, Thou didst destroy death!  To the thief, Thou didst open Paradise!  For 

the myrrhbearers, Thou didst change weeping into joy!  And Thou didst command Thy disciples, 

O Christ God, to proclaim that Thou art risen, granting the world great mercy! 

(Tone 4) Rejoice, O barren one, who formerly did not bear a child, for you have conceived the 

Lamp of the Sun, Who is to illumine the whole universe darkened by blindness!  Rejoice, O 

Zachariah, and cry out with boldness: “The Prophet of the Most High desires to be born!” 

(Tone 4) In truth you were revealed to your flock as a rule of faith, a model of meekness, and 

teacher of abstinence, so you won the heights by humility, and riches by poverty, O Holy Father 

Nicholas, intercede with Christ God to save our souls. 

KONTAKION 

(Tone 6) Protection of Christians never failing, Mediatress before the Creator, ever constant. Do 

not despise the voice of prayer of sinners, but in your goodness come to help us who faithfully 

call upon you. Hasten to entreat, hurry to pray, O Theotokos, interceding always for those honor 

you.  

 

The Prokeimenon in the Seventh Tone: The righteous one shall rejoice in the Lord / and 

shall set his hope on Him! 

v. Hear my voice, O God, when I pray unto Thee! 

 

THE READING FROM THE EPISTLE OF THE HOLY APOSTLE PAUL TO THE 

GALATIANS (4:22-31) BRETHREN, it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave 

and one by a free woman.  But the son of the slave was born according to the flesh, the son of the 

free woman through promise.  Now this is an allegory: these women are two covenants. One is 

from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she is Hagar.  Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in 

Arabia; she corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children.  But the 

Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother.  For it is written, “Rejoice, O barren one who does 

not bear; break forth and shout, you who are not in travail; for the children of the desolate one are 

many more than the children of her that is married.”  Now we, brethren, like Isaac, are children of 

promise.  But as at that time he who was born according to the flesh persecuted him who was 

born according to the Spirit, so it is now.  But what does the scripture say?  “Cast out the slave 

and her son; for the son of the slave shall not inherit with the son of the free woman.”  So, 

brethren, we are not children of the slave but of the free woman. 
 

Alleluia, Tone 7 

v. It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to Thy name, O Most 

High! 

v. To declare Thy mercy in the morning, and Thy truth by night! 
 



THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO SAINT LUKE (5:1-11) 

At that time, while the people pressed upon Jesus to hear the word of God, he was standing by 

the lake of Gennesaret. And he saw two boats by the lake; but the fishermen had gone out of 

them and were washing their nets. Getting into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, he asked 

him to put out a little from the land. And he sat down and taught the people from the boat. And 

when he had ceased speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down your nets for 

a catch.” And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word I 

will let down the nets.” And when they had done this, they enclosed a great shoal of fish; and as 

their nets were breaking, they beckoned to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. 

And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, 

he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” For he 

was astonished, and all that were with him, at the catch of fish which they had taken; and so also 

were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, 

“Do not be afraid; henceforth you will be catching men.” And when they had brought their boats 

to land, they left everything and followed him. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!  Alleluia, 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

 
On September 24 the Church honors the Protomartyr Thekla (or Thecla), a young woman whose life was 
changed when she sat for three nights by her open window and heard Saint Paul preach. 

Thekla gave up her planned marriage, and accompanied Saint Paul as he traveled and preached. In later years 
she retreated from travel and lived a life of solitary prayer, escaping jealous pursuers by taking refuge in the 
opening in a rock that God provided for her. 

A young Orthodox woman wrote, a few years ago, about being part of a group that visited the cave in which 
Thecla lived. It is located in the desert village of Ma'aloula, Syria and is cared for by the nuns of the Monastery of 
Saint Thekla. Pilgrims constantly come to pray in the cave, and to drink from the spring that flows in it. It has 
been the site of numerous healings.  

The young visitor describes her experience in this way: 

"We had to climb up steps hewn into the mountain to get to the cave, which is somewhat like a large, three-sided 
room. In the deepest part, about twenty feet back from where the sunlight can reach, we saw a tree growing. Its 
branches hit the cave ceiling and ran towards the sunlight, all the way to the cave's opening. This was the tree 
we had seen as we approached the village in the minibus. It looked as though a beautiful hanging garden had 
been cultivated inside the cave. Nearby was the spring of holy water that God had provided for Thekla. This 
spring is still running after all these centuries and has no source to replenish it other than the One who gave it. It 
is a sort of well now and there is a metal cup so that people can drink from it. Like so many before us, we drank 
too... "  

(Hilary Chala, in "Encountering Women of Faith" Volume 2, Holy Cross Orthodox Press, 2011.) 

At the further end of the cave is the chapel and the saint's tomb. Nearby is a stack of crutches and canes that 
pilgrims have discarded because they no longer needed them after receiving healing in this cave carved from the 
mountain.  



Visitors can also go to the base of the mountain and walk into the opening 
that miraculously opened for Thekla, and make their way along a path, with 
water constantly flowing, inside the mountain. In places the path is wide 
enough for two to walk abreast; in others it is so narrow that a person is 
barely able to get through, face and body pressed against the stone. But the 
experience is an unforgettable one.  

We can only pray that with the terrible carnage and upheaval that has Syria 
in its grip, Ma'aloula will be able to remain a place where visitors can come 
so close to the life of a saint. 
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CANDLE INTENTIONS FOR THE HEALTH & BLESSINGS OF 

Fr. James, Fr. Lawrence, Deacon Anthony, David, Anna, Diane, Helen, Reggie, Bosa, 

 Alan & Deborah, Christine, Elaine, Walter, John & Gloria, Jeanette, Michael, 

 Ted & Marlene, Linda, Fr. David, Gladys, My family & friends J. Tome 

God’s Blessings and love to Angelo Panoff on his tonsuring as a reader Christine & Family 

Health & God’s Blessings Jerry & Carol Smith, Annie Zambito, Families of 

 Oginsky, Miculka, Lyon & Kuptz, V. Rev. John W. Govrusik, & Matushka Olga, 

 Pam (Baker) Caszatt, Arlene Timma, Mary Anne Brayan, Sick & shut-ins of 

 St. Nicholas  Anne Smith 

Birthday Blessings & Health John Zelenko, John Goodman Sredich Family 

Special Intention  J. Tome 

Health & God’s Blessings John & Gloria Zelenko, Emil Harrison,  

 Evdokia Ponomarenko, Patsy Stathopoulos, Louis Prusac, Pam Caszatt Rosemary Vuckovich 

Special Intention Diane, Art Zambito & Family, Nancy, Ken & Maggie Laycock, 

 Gloria & John Zelenko, Helen & Doug Phillips, Patricia Miculka,  

 Gladys Edwards, Jeanette Hildreth, Brett w/Cancer, Linda Branoff, Anne Smith Anne Smith 

Health & God’s Blessings Gloria Zelenko, Rosemary Vuckovich, Dorothy Goodman, 

 Evanka Elieff  Sredich Family 

Happy Birthday & God’s Blessings Abigail Arnes, Robert Yanosky,  

 Happy Anniversary Nick & Lois Miculka-30 yrs Anne Smith 

Birthday Blessings for Noah Gonser, Peter Economou & Taras Butrie Gonser Family 

Safe trip to Mayo Clinic Popadija Donna Freude & Larissa, Health & God’s Blessings Kuma Rosemary 

Vuckovich 

Health & God’s Blessings Helen Bibilikow, Evanka Elieff & Goldie Johnson Joe & Dorothy 

Goodman  

   & Family 

 

CANDLE INTENTIONS FOR ALL THOSE IN BLESSED REPOSE 

Carl Smith & our son, Olga Elasivich, Lorraine Wheeler, Richard & Dolores Piper, 

 Marie Eckert, Julia & Harry Goodman, Donna Hammes, Themyana & George Brown Anne Smith 

Lewis Elieff-Memory Eternal-Blessed Repose   Evanka & Family 

Newly Departed Jim Henderson-Memory Eternal   Joe & Dorothy 

Goodman 

ETERNAL LIGHT AT THE ALTAR 

Mildred Bladecki-Memory Eternal   Diane Broadfoot 
 
 



 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

We welcome all of our friends and visitors to St. Nicholas.  Please join us in the parish hall for our Church School 

Kick-Off breakfast. 

 

SPECIAL PARISH MEETING will be today before the veneration of the cross.  The sole item on the agenda is 

the election of our parish's lay delegate to the All-American Council in November.  Only those members in good 

standing regarding their stewardship and sacramental life are eligible to vote. The nominees are: Reginald 

Jehnsen, Subdeacon Johnny Kantor, Joseph Tome and Julio Vázquez.  

 

CHURCH SCHOOL KICK-OFF BREAKFAST will be held following the veneration of the cross. All are 

invited.  

The breakfast is a Free-Will offering, please be generous. 

 

Donuts are being donated today in memory of +Bogdan Beslach by his family. 

 

PARISH OFFICE will be closing at 12 noon, tomorrow Monday, September 24. Father Matthew will be in 

Toledo on Monday and Tuesday of this week. 

 

ST. GEORGE’S MIDDLE EASTERN LUNCHEON & BAKE SALE will be held on Thursday, September 

27, 2012 from 11am – 3pm in their parish hall. Please see the flier in our parish hall for more information. 

 

ALL-AMERICAN COUNCIL The All-American Council to elect a new Metropolitan will be held at Holy 

Trinity Church in Parma, OH on Tuesday, November 13.  Each parish will be represented by its parish priest and 

an elected lay delegate.   

 

SEPTEMBER HOPE IN A BOX Soap; hand or bar soap is the item needed for the month of September. The 

soap will be distributed by the Catholic Charities Community Closet. They are still in need of toiletry items and 

laundry soap. 

 

IOCC KITS St. George’s Teen SOYO group is collecting individual items for victims of disasters. The items 

collected will be distributed through the IOCC (International Orthodox Christian Charities). For more 

information, see the flier in the parish hall next to the collection box. 

 

ELECTION OF PARISH COUNCIL, AUDITORS AND NOMINATING COMMITTEE  

As of September 17, 2012, the nominees are: 

Parish Council Nominees:  Auditor Nominees: 

Allen Adams   Helen Ethington 

Eugene Akkerman  Fred Paul 

Tom Batzos   Arlene Timma 

Lucy Hogg    

David Houser 

Joe Oginsky 

Christine Panoff 

Bob Russell 

Tim Seeley 

   

If your name is listed above and you do not wish to run for the parish council or auditor, please call the parish 

office at 810-744-0070. 

 



If you wish to nominate a candidate for parish council or auditor please see Fr. Matthew or a member of the 

Nominating Committee: Anna Branoff, Allison Borkovich, Susan Oginsky, Peggy Russell, Jo Sredich, or 

Rosemary Vuckovich. 
 

*******Absentee ballots will be made available on October 28, 2012****** 
 

Schedule of services and events for the week of September 23, 2012 

 

Wednesday, September 26 Repose of St. John the Theologian  

 9:00 am  Divine Liturgy 
             

Saturday, September 29 

 5:00 pm Vespers at St. Mary Magdalene 
  

Sunday, September 30  

 9:30 am   Third Hour 

  10:00 am   Divine Liturgy 

      Church School  
    

Sunday Offerings for September 16, 2012 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Offering Envelope $ 870.00  

Children’s Offering $ 0.00 Actual Income  $161,183.46 

Cemetery Maintenance $ 5.00 Actual Expense $135,452.82 

Charity Envelope $ 0.00 +/- to date   $25,730.64 

Diocesan Support $ 0.00  

OCA Envelope Missions $ 0.00 

Candle Fund $ 83.00  

Parish Dinner $ 549.00  

Seminarian Fund $ 0.00 

Loose Offering $ 4.00 

Kiosk $ 0.00 

 Total Income $ 1,511.00  

Avg. Weekly Budget $3,798.56 

+/- Budget -$2,287.56 

101 People were in attendance on Sunday 

September 16, 2012. 

 


